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EDITORIAL
ANNUAL MEETING
The joint annual meeting of AWSCPA
and ASWA will be held at the Hotel Bilt
more, New York City on September 29, 30
and October 1, 1950. All members are urged
to attend this meeting which will be both
informative and interesting.
A program for the annual meeting is
shown below:
Friday, September 29
9:00 A.M. Registration
10:00 A.M. AWSCPA Board meeting
11:00 A.M. ASWA Board meeting
2:00 to 3:00 P.M. Technical session—
Wage and Hour Law
3:00 P.M. Joint meeting AWSCPA/ASWA
5:00 P.M. AWSCPA Business meeting
7:00 P.M. Open House—New York and
Philadelphia Chapters hostesses
Saturday, September 30
8:30 A.M. AWSCPA Board meeting
8:30 A.M. Chapter presidents meeting
10:30 A.M. ASWA business meeting
1:00 P.M. Luncheon
Panel Discussion on The Enlarged So
cial Security Program and Private
Pension. Plans
Moderator: Grace Dimmer, Detroit
Speakers: Phoebe Comer, Indianapo
lis, on Social Security Program,
Past and Present
Anita Jockers, San Francisco, on
Social Security and Pension Plans
Katherine West, New York, on
Private Pension Plans in Industry
Rosemary Hoban, Detroit, on Ac
counting and Tax Problems of Pen
sion Plans
6:00 P.M. Reception
7:00 P.M. Banquet—Speaker to be an
nounced
Sunday, October 1
12:30 P.M. Brunch
2:30 P.M. ASWA Board meeting.

AWSCPA ELECTION
In accordance with Section 1 of Article V
of the By-Laws of AWSCPA, the nominat
ing committee respectfully submits the fol
lowing slate of officers and directors for the
year 1950-51:

President—Edith
Tenn.

Moore,

Chattanooga,

1st Vice Pres.—Jean Colavecchio, Provi
dence, R. I.
2nd Vice Pres.—Helen F. McGillicuddy,
Chicago, Ill.

Secretary—Rosemary
Mich.

Hoban,

Detroit,

Treasurer—Carol Belau, Milwaukee, Wis.
Directors—Ouida Albright, Fort Worth,
Texas; Ida Ezra, Seattle, Wash.;
Elinor Hill, New York, N. Y.; Vir
ginia Ruth Huntington, Kansas City,
Mo.

CONGRATULATIONS
Elinor Hill CPA, National Secretary of
ASWA for 1949-50 has recently been made
a member of the firm of H. B. Richardson
& Co., Certified Public Accountants in Pas
saic, New Jersey. Sincere congratulations
and best wishes.
Congratulations are sent to Corinne
Childs, CPA, an AWSCPA member who has
recently been elected Secretary-Treasurer
of the Oklahoma Society of CPA’s and
auditor of the Tulsa Chapter of the Oklahoma Society of CPA’s.

The nation who loses her liberty is not
aware of her misfortune at the time, any
more than the patient is, who receives a
paralytic stroke.
Petrarch.

Copyright, 1950, by American Woman’s Society of Certified Public Accountants.
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THE YEAR IN REVIEW
AWSCPA—by MARION A. FRYE, National President, 1949-50:
The American Woman’s Society of Certi
fied Public Accountants completes another
year of activity at its annual convention to
be held in New York City, September 29th,
30th and October 1st, 1950.
Each year sees growth in membership—
more recognition by the general public and
other organizations in the accounting pro
fession as well as further advancement of
its members.
The willingness of our members to de
vote time, thought and effort to the work
of the organization is responsible for our
success and wide scope of activities and
accomplishments.
A very important item of our program
this year was the work done by our Legis
lative Committee protesting the revised
present Equal Rights Amendment. The
Committee, under the guidance of Jean
Colavecchio, Providence, R. I., put forth
much effort to enlist the support of Con
gress to have the Amendment returned to
its original form. Many letters and tele
grams were sent in protest of the dis
criminations effecting women contained in
the revised Equal Rights Amendment.
Mary McCann, Kansas City, Mo., Mem
bership Chairman, has increased our mem
bership and through this increased mem
bership a greater exchange of ideas has
resulted in enlargement of plans and or
ganization policies for greater services by
our organization not only to its members
but also to the profession as a whole.
Marguerite Gibb, Seattle, Wash., Public
Relations Chairman for the two organiza
tions has advanced women in the profes
sion through the contacts with the general
public, vocational counselors and students,
and other organizations in our chosen pro
fession. She has furnished information re-

garding our aims and accomplishments and
the services our organizations are in a
position to furnish.
Public relations work within our own or
ganizations has inspired members to con
tribute articles for future use of this com
mittee.
Many of our members are also members
of the American Institute of Accountants.
Our annual meeting in New York precedes
that of the Institute in Boston Oct. 2-5th
and we hope an all-time high of our mem
bers will attend.
We are very proud of our magazine, The
Woman C.P.A. Circulation of this maga
zine is more than 2,400 and thanks and
appreciation go to the International Ac
countants Society, Inc. for their help and
recognition of the value of this magazine
to members and others in our chosen pro
fession. Through their promotion many
new subscriptions have been added.
The Woman C.P.A. is sent not only to
members but also to coeducational colleges,
state and national accounting societies and
many large accounting firms. Its circula
tions extends overseas. It is not only a
medium of exchange of ideas for society
members but is also an ambassador of good
will and a valued contribution to the ac
counting profession. The members are in
deed grateful to those who prepared arti
cles for publication and to the editors for
the high quality of the articles published
therein.
The AWSCPA Award established sev
eral years ago continues to serve as evi
dence of the interest of our society in the
growth and development of the American
Society of Women Accountants. It has
helped to establish a greater uniformity of
chapter activities and a closer relationship
between chapters in the striving for the
annual award.
Appreciation and thanks go to Ida Ezra,
Spokane, AWSCPA Chairman of the Award
Committee and Veva Johnson, Seattle,
Chairman for ASWA for the task of rating
activities and tabulating points for 1949-50.
We know the future holds opportunities
for our members and for our organization
—opportunities of contributing. The loyal
support and enthusiasm of our members
again place our two societies in the ranks
of the finest women’s organizations in the
world.

• The Woman CPA is published bi-monthly
in the interest of accounting, and the progress
of women in the profession.
While all material presented is from sources
believed to be reliably correct, responsibility
can not be assumed for opinions or for inter
pretations of law expressed by contributors.
Published by
American Woman’s Society
of Certified Public Accountants
and
American Society of Women Accountants
342 Madison Ave., New York 17, N. Y.
Subscription Price—$1.00 Annually

Entered as second-class matter December 19, 1945, at the Post Office at New York, N. Y., under the Act of March 3, 1879.
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ASWA—by ALICE H. AUBERT, National President, 1949-50:

According to the calendar another fiscal
year of the American Society of Women
Accountants came to a close on June 30,
1950. But its last performance has yet to
be given. This performance will be given
jointly with the American Woman’s So
ciety of Certified Public Accountants, at
the annual meeting of both organizations
to be held on September 29, 30, and October
1, 1950 at the Hotel Biltmore in New York
City. Then ASWA will draw the final cur
tain on another year of operation, and the
activities and accomplishments of this year
will pass into the annals to mark another
milestone of progress, and provide the backdrop for future performances.
As preparation is made for the final cur
tain let us watch the year pass in review.
This year the total membership reached a
figure which was double the number of
members we had less than three years ago;
and the number of chapters has also
doubled the number we had less than three
years ago. This year alone can account for
50% of those increases. The increase in
membership, though comparatively large
for our organization, was carefully screened
by the membership chairman, Virginia
Wood, to assure the acceptance of only
qualified members. Seven new chapters
were chartered—in Des Moines, Iowa; Long
Beach, California; Richmond, Virginia;
Buffalo, New York; Washington, D. C.; Cin
cinnati, Ohio; and Denver, Colorado. Under
the able supervision of Marion Frye, chair
man of the New Chapter Development Com
mittee, these chapters were established, and
constructive work has also been done toward
the establishment of several more.
The advisory committee, under the chair
manship of the second vice-president, Vera
Jean Bobsene, and composed of the chapter
presidents, has been active this year, and
through it all of the chapters have been
kept informed of national activities.
In addition the Spring Conferences held
this year in Cleveland, Ohio, May 26 to 28,
and in Berkeley, California, June 10 and
11, devoted a session to the problems of the
chapters and of the membership. These
workshop meetings, as they are called, de
signed to afford an exchange of ideas among
the members, proved very satisfactory and
worthwhile.
The two Spring Conferences were very
well attended, and were extremely success
ful in every way. We were honored to have

many distinguished guests present at these
conferences, and we received much favor
able publicity during each of the meetings.
Good publicity is one way in which we
can win esteem for women accountants, and
through which we can fulfill the purposes
of ASWA. Grace Dimmer, in her capacity
as chairman of the publicity committee,
distributed to each chapter publicity chair
man notes on methods of achieving good
publicity, and suggestions for chapter pub
licity programs. These communications
were gratefully received by the chapters.
The legislation program this year was
devoted almost entirely to the equal rights
amendment, and through the influence of
letters written by many of our members to
their Congressmen, assistance was given
Representative Katherine St. George in ob
taining the necessary number of signatures
to a petition to force the amendment out
of the House Judiciary Committee.
Marguerite Gibb, chairman of the public
relations committee, concentrated primarily
this year on developing methods for chap
ters to use in their public relations work.
A special Committee on International Re
lations was appointed, to promote good re
lations between women accountants of
North and South America, and to encourage
the members of our society to attend the
Second Inter-American Accounting Con
ference to be held in Mexico City in 1951
or 1952. Under the chairman ship of He
loise Brown, former president of AWSCPA,
this committee cannot help but accomplish
all of its purposes. A most enthusiastic
letter from Heloise Brown was read at both
Spring Conferences which greatly inspired
our members to go back to their home cities
and begin to carry out the projects for
chapters outlined therein.
A difficult assignment was admirably ful
filled by Virginia Thrush, chairman of the
Research Committee, as evidenced by her
painstaking report of the survey she con
ducted to determine the regional break
downs used by other national organizations,
and the possibilities of adoption of some
similar divisions for ASWA. Of course
with the period of rapid expansion which
our organization is experiencing at present
no definite breakdowns by regions can be
made as yet. But as time goes by this re
port will prove to be an invaluable aid to
the future officers in planning our regional
conferences.
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lication of AWSCPA and ASWA, issued
bi-monthly. It was with deep regret that
we accepted the resignation of Jennie Palen
as our editor at the beginning of this year.
Jennie Palen had rendered such remarkable
and faithful services during the years she
served as editor it was difficult to conceive
our magazine continuing without her. We
are deeply indebted to Jennie Palen for the
time and effort she expended on our publi
cation, and we humbly extend our thanks
to her at this time.
The position of editor of The Woman
CPA was taken over this year by Helen
McGillicuddy, who has continued the high
standard of the magazine set by her pre
decessors. The business manager of the
publication, Helen Lord, has continued to
serve in that position as she had during
past years. In her quiet and efficient way,
she has carried on the work of that office,
with its endless amount of detail, to the
point that its smooth operation has almost
gone unappreciated. A view behind the
scenes would soon reveal how fortunate we
have been to have had her services.
The national office, of which Helen Lord
is also the manager, has been used consid
erably more this year. Concentrated efforts
have been made by your president, in co
operation with the office manager, to estab
lish standard procedures and policies in
that office to serve the members and local
chapters more efficiently and expeditiously
in the future. In conjunction with this
your president prepared and compiled a
volume, in three sections, to be known as
the “Documentary Record,” for the use of
the national officers in carrying out the
duties of their office. This volume includes
under one cover all of the national rules,
regulations and policies of our organization,
the functions and services of the national
office, and constitutions, by-laws, and perti
nent information as to charter dates, meet
ing dates, names of chapter bulletins, and
so forth, of each of our twenty-six chapters.
The completion of this volume could never
have been accomplished without the whole
hearted assistance of our national office
manager.
Though it has been an appallingly busy
year, it has been a most satisfying one.
Every member from coast to coast, the new
and the old alike, has made a contribution
toward the advancement of our society this
year which cannot be overlooked or under
estimated. It is with deep appreciation and
whole-hearted thanks to everyone for their
generous cooperation that we bring our
story of the year in review to a close.

The rapid expansion of the organization
also placed a heavy burden on our Award
Chairman, Veva Johnson. The annual
AWSCPA award, consisting of a silver
trophy and $50, to the ASWA chapter gain
ing the most points for carrying out pre
scribed and special activities, has continued
the friendly spirit of competition among
the chapters that has encouraged them to
improve in quality year after year. But
with every new chapter the Award chair
man’s task grew greater and more burden
some, until it was finally proposed to ap
point regional chairmen to carry out the
duties of that committee for the coming
year. Here also the report prepared by
Virginia Thrush of the Research committee
will prove invaluable.
The education committee, headed by
Vivian Warner, endeavored to carry out
again this year the plan of assisting chap
ters in their education projects and of sug
gesting new ideas for the chapter education
committees.
Grace Highfield, program committee
chairman, stood constantly ready to assist
the chapters in their problems of program
planning, and after circularizing the chap
ters for their suggestions or desires regard
ing the technical program for the annual
meeting, has given able assistance in pre
paring it.
This year the national board of directors
slightly changed the procedure in connec
tion with issuing a yearbook. It was decided
that the national secretary would prepare,
during her term of office, the yearbook for
the succeeding year, using the end of the
fiscal year, June 30th, as the cut-off date,
and sending the copy to the printer in time
for a mailing early in September. It was
felt that, in this way, the members would
have a more up to date yearbook for each
new fiscal year than was previously avail
able.
Our treasurer, Claire O’Reilly, carefully
guarded our funds during the year, and has
reserved enough of them to assure us the
possibility of employing a paid secretary,
at least on a part-time basis, at our national
office for the coming year. Such an em
ployee is most urgently needed now and for
the future in order to relieve the national
officers of the tremendous burden of work
which the growth of the society has placed
on their shoulders, and which all of them
have performed so faithfully.
No review of the year’s activities could
be complete without mentioning the out
standing contribution made to our progress
by The Woman CPA, the joint official pub
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Mr. Hatcher A. Pickens is a native Texan and received his
B.A. degree from the University of Texas. He holds a Texas
CPA certificate.
Before entering the public accounting field in 1925, he had
oil, cotton and grain experience. He has been a member of
the public accounting firm of McCammon, Morris, Pickens
& Mayhew in Forth Worth since 1928.
Mr. Pickens is First Vice President of the Texas Society of
Certified Public Accountants, a member of the American
Institute of Accountants, a member of Tarrant County Select
ive Service Board and a past president of the Kiwanis Club
of Fort Worth.
Knowing the importance of writing in the work of all ac
countants, we feel especially happy in being able to bring this
article to the attention of readers of “The Woman C.P.A.”
This article appeared in “The Texas Accountant” and was
the basis of an address by Mr. Pickens before the San Antonio
Chapter, Texas Society of Certified Public Accountants.

WRITING OF ACCOUNTANTS REPORTS
HATCHER A. PICKENS, CPA

The topic “Writing of Accountants’ Re clusions. If his transference of facts, con
ports” embraces the entire field of account ditions, and conclusions is not effected in
ants’ writing because practically every prod a clear and orderly manner, with due regard
to the relative importance of the various
uct of his pen is a report.
My comments will be concerned largely divisions of this subject matter, he has
with the problems of actual writing, with largely failed in his purpose. Ideally, the
the transmission to the reader of our inter reader should wind up with a proper under
pretation of the facts, and conditions which standing of the significant elements of the
are developed by our examination of busi situation; he should know what the score
ness affairs. It is not my intention to dis is in every essential respect relating
cuss the short-form report which is de to the matter reported. I said “Ideally.”
signed to express the independent account Actually we know the ideal cannot be at
ants’ opinion of the fairness of accompany tained, but it should be our aim. A tech
ing statements of financial position and op nically perfect examination or investigation
erations. The general form of such opinion can be nullified by an ineffectively presented
has been standardized after years of study report.
by committees of the American Institute of
The education and training of the ac
Accountants and others.
countant have been focused on accounting
The short-form report is used in connec principles, auditing procedures and general
tion with only a part of the work of Texas business and financial information. Our
accountants. Most of our assignments re profession has progressed admirably along
late to audits, systems, cost analysis, and those lines, and in general has kept pace
special studies of varied sorts, practically with the growing needs and demands of a
all of which are transmitted by, or consist now complex economy. We have reason to
be proud of the essential part that we have
of, letters of interpretation.
It is just as essential that our report be in national business.
If there is any phase of the development
skillfully presented as the highly technical
procedures attending the investigation of of accounting practice which has lagged, it
affairs be properly accomplished.
is “writing.”
There are two main reasons for this.
Both phases of the accountant’s work
must be adequately performed to assure First, as I have already pointed out, busi
ness has rapidly become more complex. The
an effective report.
The chief function of the accountant is accountant’s basic education and training
to inform others of his findings and con have given him the implements with which
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to cope with expanded technical require
ments. But his role of interpreter of condi
tions and situations has also become more
exacting with the increasing intricacy of
financial operation. Naturally his task of
writing has become correspondingly more
difficult. Without specialized education and
training in the art of writing, his progress
in that respect has been slower than along
other lines of his professional practice.
The second reason has to do with apti
tudes. You may be inclined to relegate the
so-called human engineering to the “hooey”
category. Be that as it may, the natural
trends or aptitudes found in the man who is
peculiarly fitted for accounting endeavor
bear little similarity to those of the man
who was born to write. There are excep
tions, of course. There are men of our pro
fession who are talented writers. That fact
is evidenced by the many fine books and
articles composed by these men. But on the
whole we are not, primarily, writers.
However, the everyday task confronting
us—that of effective writing—is not a dis
couraging one, even though, strictly speak
ing, we are not of the literary ilk. For
one thing, the professional accountant, par
ticularly the Certified Public Accountant as
I understand his background, has the equi
valent of a university education, with an
adequate vocabulary and knowledge of
grammatical rules. He has one distinct ad
vantage over most writers in that his sub
jects are restricted to matters of which he
has full and first-hand information and un
derstanding. The type of writing which is
appropriate for the accountant’s report is
consistent with his professional personality.
Thus far we have made two statements
which appear, at first thought, to be con
tradictory. The first was that the writing
of the accountant has not kept pace with
his advancement in other respects. The sec
ond statement implied that he possesses
the necessary qualifications for adequate
writing.
Actually, those two remarks are recon
cilable. The answer seems to be that we
are not giving as much concentrative
thought to report writing as to the other
major phases of our professional responsi
bilities. We are deeply concerned with mat
ters involving auditing standards, account
ing principles, and the form and terminol
ogy employed in financial statement. Our
work on engagements, prior to the conclud
ing stage, has been given the benefit of our
best thinking and that of our professional
organizations. But the report letter, the
interpretative medium by which the read

er’s attention should be directed to the
essentials and by which, to a considerable
degree, the worth of the entire engagement
is judged, is too often hurried through
the mill.
Before considering the requisites for
effective writing by the accountant, some
of the shortcomings which may be found in
many current reports are noted. A recent
address by Mark Eaton on “Long Form
Reports” pointed out that certain glaring
faults are prevalent. Here are some of
them:
Reference is made to a number of au
diting
procedures,
without
saying
whether, in sum, they constitute an audit.
The report may repeat in its comments
a good deal of information presented else
where in the balance sheet and income
statements.
Pointless analysis of certain accounts
may be presented.
Comparisons may be made without
emphasis of the important points.
Tedious material is often included in
the form of meaningless percentages.
A hackneyed expression of thanks for
courtesies is sometimes used in closing,
without an expression of opinion.
This type of report may be written in
practically the same words year after year.
In fact, it is not uncommon for some firms
to use pretty much the same wording for
reports to all clients.
These shortcomings, in the main, stem
from three sources:
1. Thoughtless following of practices
which originated in the horse-andbuggy days of accountancy.
2. Poor selectivity of materials; little
regard for the relative importance of
information at hand.
3. Lack of recognition of the great im
portance of clear transmission of es
sential information to the reader.
Generally inadequacy of language goes
along with the kind of deficiencies just
mentioned. I firmly believe that such short
comings are for the most part traceable to
the fact that the accountant overlooks his
essential object: to tell the story adequately.
Now for a number of suggestions for
good writing by accountants.
The first in order of importance is care
ful selection of the points to be emphasized.
This is the very foundation of the struc
ture. Our aim is to make the report of the
greatest possible value to the reader. No
purpose can be achieved by serving up a
haphazard conglomeration of financial
hash. Now, after completion of the tech
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nical procedures which we considered neces
sary, we have at our disposal a mass of in
formation, both important and trivial. We
should appraise such data and should select
for treatment in the report those items,
trends, conditions, and situations which
are significant. The identity of the pros
pective reader affects our selection, as the
points of view of management, banker,
stockholder, and prospective investor are
different. We should constantly bear in
mind those things which the reader will
want to know and will need to know for
proper understanding of prevailing condi
tions, and for well-founded conclusions as
to the trend of the business. We should not
necessarily restrict our comments to the
accounts which appear in the financial state
ments. It is a poor report which includes a
detailed aging of customers’ accounts which
are in exceptionally current condition, but
omits any reference to heavily overstocked
inventories and to plant expansion far be
yond any likely demand for increased pro
ductions. I read a report recently which
made no mention whatever of the obvious
fact that capital obligations had been in
curred beyond any apparent ability to
repay.
After selection of the points to stress in
the report letter, we come to the matter of
expressive literary composition.
Our basic aim now is to give the reader
a clear understanding of the things which
in our judgement are important to him.
We should take every reasonable precau
tion to avoid inexactness or ambiguity. To
reach this goal is not easy. The type of
writing that accountants must necessarily
do is hard for laymen to read. Our style
must be objective and straightforward,
bearing directly upon the object. There can
be no humor relief, no suggestion, no change
of course to relieve the reader’s concentra
tive strain. No poetic license is granted
accountants. We must hew to the line. We
must be matter-of-fact, lucid, and as brief
as clarity will permit. We have at least one
distinct advantage: the reader is personally
interested in the subject or he wouldn’t be
exposing himself to it.
There are probably many of us who, in
order to do effective writing, need take no
other step than to keep constantly in mind
the importance of it. The rest of us can
profit by some thought about ways and
means of improving our mode of expression.
In talking about this I am assuming, as
stated before, that the Certified Public Ac
countant possesses the equivalent of a uni
versity education. It logically follows that

he has an adequate working knowledge of
rhetorical structure, and that even though
he may have become rusty on grammatical
rules, he can immediately appraise the de
gree of effectiveness of writing. From a
practical standpoint he can point out its
virtues or its sins. His primary require
ment for acceptable writing is to be very
critical of his own product.
James J. Caffrey of the S.E.C., in an
address at the annual meeting of the Ameri
can Institute of Accountants in November,
1947, spoke volumes in one short admoni
tion: think straight and talk plain. He
stated that “. . . the challenge is to find the
issue reduced to its simplest form and to
state the conclusion in the plainest way
possible.”
John Mantle Clapp, in the preface to his
recent book, “Accountants’ Writing,” says
that for the accountant to tell his story
plainly, he needs more skill in manipulating
the building blocks of rhetorical structure,
and that he must acquire this skill for him
self. I know of no better way to do this
than by reading. Whether we realize it
or not, our perusal of current articles in the
Journal of Accountancy and in financial
publications represents a liberal education
in the utilitarian type of writing which we
are obligated to use. A still broader field of
reading will reflect results in the caliber of
our own writing. Of course, we may have to
go back fifty or a hundred years, or more,
for masterpieces of essay, history, and fic
tion. We may as well skip present-day nov
els, unless we are interested in a pretty
badly garbled psychology of sex. Another
keynote of modern fiction is frustration
which can hardly be converted into an asset
for the accountant.
Francis Bacon, who may or may not have
written a considerable number of the works
attributed to Shakespeare, is quoted as say
ing: “Reading maketh a full man, confer
ence a ready man, and writing an exact
man.”
There is probably no field of writing in
which the choice of the appropriate word
is more essential than in that of accounting
composition. Short words generally carry
more “punch,” more forcefulness, and more
meaning than the longer ones, just as a
boxer’s short jolting jab is more damaging
than a round-house blow. The longer words
often contain a suggestive significance. The
accountant does not aim to suggest; he pro
poses to state an exact meaning. But the
more accurate word should be chosen, be it
four-letter or twelve, provided it has a
commonly known meaning.
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Frequent use of the dictionary is an ex
cellent habit to form. We carry in our minds
from high school days our conception of the
meaning of many words. If you like sur
prises, look up some of them in the diction
ary. You will probably grade A-plus as to
your general ideas, but may be embarrassed
by the discovery of unsuspected distinc
tions in the meaning of words which you
had thought of as synonymous. If we are
to “talk straight,” we must choose words
which convey our precise meaning, not our
approximate meaning. The dictionary will
help.
I have tried to make a case for the use
of short, terse, cogent, words whenever they
are expressive of the exact thought. Such
words are not always the most appropriate.
Our subject is often an intricate one. An
adequate vocabulary is a necessity. So I
am unable to join with the advocates of
“basic English,” which comprises only some
850 words. Here is an “Accountant’s Re
port in Basic English,” submitted by H. R.
Borthwick of Winston-Salem to the Journal
of Accountancy (March, 1944) :
“We have gone over the money state
ments of the XYZ Corporation as of De
cember 31, 1943, including the state
ment of things it has and accounts others
have against it at December 31, 1943,
and the statement of profit and loss for
the year then ended; have given attention
to the system of accounting control and
the accounting process of the Company
and, while not taking a complete look at
all the transactions, have seen or made
tests of accounting records of the Com
pany and other supporting things, in
ways and as much as seemed to us right.
Such going over was made under gener
ally right ways of doing such things, with
all the processes that seemed to us neces
sary.
“In our opinion this statement of things
it has and accounts others have against
it and this statement of profit and loss
give a right view of the money position
of the XYZ Corporation at December 31,
1943, and the effects of its operations for
the year ended on that day, under gener
ally kept up laws of accounting done in
a way that is in agreement with that of
the year before.”
You can take it or leave it. I think Mr.
Borthwick intended to leave it.
Now we pass on to a consideration of
clauses, sentences, and paragraphs. Here
we are on our own. Here we can weave so
intricate a web that the reader may be
tangled in it until the close of his next fis
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cal year. Here we need our fundamental
comprehension of grammatical rules and
the background of good reading that we
talked about before. Hand-in-hand with
our prime requisite of transmitting our
strict meaning goes the virtue of simplicity.
A number of the requirements for effective
composition by the accountant are con
tained in Webster’s definition of the word
“explicit”: distinctly stated; plain in lang
uage; clear; having no disguised meaning;
clearly developed; with all its elements ap
parent. A famous example of this kind of
writing is Lincoln’s Gettysburg address.
What a classic that would be if Robert E.
Lee had written it.
A tug of war often exists between sim
plicity and brevity on one side and suffi
cient explanatory detail on the other. The
streamlined annual report of the Caterpil
lar Tractor Company has been described as
“simple, but not informative.” Sufficient
explanatory detail is an absolute. Simplic
ity and brevity should be achieved to the
highest degree. The ascertainment of net
income for a stated period is fraught with
complexities and plagued by extreme differ
ences of opinion. How can an explanation
of the treatment of certain related items be
made simple? If you want other examples,
just take a look at the notes on the financial
statements of large concerns with compli
cated capital and debt structure. But the
more difficult the problem, the greater is
the challenge.
The writings of accountants are directed
to individuals composing wide extremities
of intelligence and educational training.
Our style of composition should be adapted
within reasonable limits to the intellectual
rating of the expected reader. However,
dignity of expression should not be sacri
ficed even when we are directing our report
to one of less-than-average ability.
You have surely gathered the idea that
I am for simplicity, but with reservations.
There is a dignity about the use of good
English which we should never overlook.
To tell our story adequately is a “must.”
But there is plenty of pressure of opinion
on the part of some of the public to have us
feed complicated subject matter into the
mill and make it come out in form for easy
digestion by untrained minds. The neces
sity for thinking annoys some people. Hence
the burning broadsides at any writing which
cannot be comprehended without the use of
a few brain cells. Perhaps we should pass
a law that only simple financial situations
are permissible. The “more abundant life”
seems to have taken over. As best I can

figure it out, this Utopian state connotes a
minimum of physical effort, a sub-minimum
of mental concentration, an entire lack of
worry and stress; but, and this without
any apparent recognition of illogical se
quence, a plethora of luxury and fun. The
picture magazines are in the saddle. One
can keep abreast of the times without even
being able to read. Some corporations make
their annual reports to employees in the
form of comic strips.
My point in this harangue is that we

should not allow ourselves to be stampeded
into adopting a form of writing which is
inconsistent with our purposes in writing
with our professional stature.
In summary, let’s recall the essential ele
ments of effective writing by accountants
as I see them:
1. To select carefully the points to be
emphasized.
2.
To think straight and talk plain.
3. And inclusive of the first two, to tell
our story adequately.

COAST-TO-COAST
VIRGINIA THRUSH, Toledo, Ohio
ATLANTA
Pres., Eslie Lyon; Vice-Pres., Elizabeth
Meredith; Sec’y, Martha Hyde; Treas.,
Catherine Lindsey; Directors: Nora Cald
well, Marie White, Margaret Campbell,
Frances Forrester.
BUFFALO
Pres., Helen Wheeler; First Vice-Pres.,
Virginia Turner; Second Vice-Pres., Zella
Steele; Sec’y, Sophia Freedman; Treas.,
Helen Ren Gladys.

CHICAGO
Pres., Zosia Edwards Stege; 1st Vice
Pres., Florence Persson; 2nd Vice-Pres.,
Violet Escarraz; Corr. Sec’y, Anna Gold
man; Treas., Edith Norton; Recording
Sec’y, Marie Berry.

CINCINNATI
Pres., Wilma Loichinger; 1st Vice-Pres.,
Erma Craft; 2nd Vice-Pres., Mrs. Ruth M.
Maull; Rec. Sec’y, Grace Hinds, C.P.A.;
Corr. Sec’y, Rachel Wabnitz; Treas., Helene
Kuehner; Directors: Virginia Ainsworth,
Esther Schenk, Marcella Strategier, Vera
Hesselbrock.
CLEVELAND
Pres., Gertrude Hunkin; 1st Vice-Pres.,
Helen Spoerke; 2nd Vice-Pres., Edith Rennison; Sec’y, Margaret Keppel; Treas.,
Norma Jelinek; Directors: Eleanor Clark,
Gizella Kaye, Alice Patterson, Ruth How
ard, Linnea Saukkonen, Thelma Hahn.
COLUMBUS
Pres., Joanna Nickerson; Vice-Pres.,
Thelma Judy; Sec’y, Helen Gygi; Treas.,
Ruth Sterling; Directors: Esther Wilhelm,
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Gloria Van Alsick, Catherine Yount, Mynne
Ehrsam, Ruth Ford, Ruth Swickard.

DENVER
Pres., E. Roberta Coler, CPA; Vice
Pres., Mary Ellen Brickner, CPA; Sec’y,
Ruth V. Olsen; Treas., Helen Jacobs, CPA;
Directors: May C. Joyce, CPA, Borghill J.
Robinson, Emma M. Rotter.
DES MOINES
Pres., Edna Kiehr; Vice-Pres., Aileen
Johnson; Sec’y, Mildred Mahannah; Treas.,
Ruth Estes; Directors: Nellie Brown, Fran
ces Coates, Allison Roush.
DETROIT
Pres., Marjorie Mitchell, CPA; 1st Vice
Pres., Mary Roggenkamp; 2nd Vice-Pres.,
Ruth Dorsey; Sec’y, Helen McMahon;
Treas., Martha Pennanen; Directors: Joan
Olson, Marian Lebet, Gertrude Hindelang,
Jane Starr.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Pres., Delia E. McDermott; 1st Vice
Pres., Eleanor J. Sieg; 2nd Vice-Pres.,
Irene Osborn; Secy., Ruth B. Stearns;
Treas., Anne M. Hamilton.

Pres.,
Alice B.
J. Sage;
Anne A.

GRAND RAPIDS
Phyllis M. Haan; 1st Vice-Pres.,
Walsh; 2nd Vice-Pres., Elizabeth
Secy., Marion M. Keller; Treas.,
Huistra.

HOLLAND
Pres., Wilma Beukema, 1st Vice-Pres.,
Corinne Pool, 2nd Vice-Pres., Irma Hoe
land; Secy., Dorothy Sandy; Assistant.
Secy., Agnes Callan; Treas., Gretchen
Ming; Assist. Treas., Henriette Bos.

SAN DIEGO
Pres., Charlotte R. Morris; 1st Vice
Pres., Marion 0. Ingraham; 2nd Vice-Pres.,
Violet M. Lince; Secy., Ruth M. Blackwell;
Treas., Louise S. Chance.

INDIANAPOLIS
Pres., Louisa E. Davis; 1st Vice-Pres.,
Alberta Wier; 2nd Vice-Pres., Ruth Ward;
Treas., Eugenia McCarnan; Rec. Sec’y,
Margaret Beckham; Corr. Sec’y, Marie
Cecil; Directors: Alta Skabo, Mary Dukes.

SAN FRANCISCO
Pres., Anita Jockers; 1st Vice-Pres.,
Ruth Clark; 2nd Vice-Pres., Ann Matthie
sen; Corr. Sec’y, Genevieve Herrill; Rec.
Sec’y, Ann Bertolone; Treas., Katherine
Geisbeck; Directors: Marie Reynolds, Milli
cent Hughes, Mary Tonna.

LONG BEACH
Pres., Rose M. Dunjill; 1st Vice-Pres.,
Hazel Scott Coomes; 2nd Vice-Pres., Evelyn
Epperly; Rec. Sec’y, Estelle Cannon; Corr.
Sec’y, Velma Hood; Treas., Helen Eckford;
Directors: Audrey Grow, Audrey Troutner.
LOS ANGELES
Pres., Eunice Moseley, CPA; 1st Vice
Pres., Theia A. Cascio; 2nd Vice-Pres., Vir
ginia Hoberg; Corr. Sec’y, Lois P. Cripps;
Rec. Sec’y, May Carlson; Treas., Ruth
Montgomery; Directors; Lillian Rovnik,
Hazel Brooks Scott, Jean H. Nisenson.

Pres., Ruth
Mae P. Hertz;
cher; Treas.,
Pauline King;
Doris Parks.

SEATTLE
M. Thomas; 1st Vice-Pres.,
2nd Vice-Pres., Rachel Fau
Genevieve Michel; Sec’y,
Directors: Genevieve Flynn,

SPOKANE
Pres., Effie Ferguson; 1st Vice-Pres.,
Christine W. Langbehn; 2nd Vice-Pres.,
Pearle L. Connor; Secy., Mary M. Chap
man; Treas., Margaret M. Clark.

LOUISVILLE
Pres., Esther Kachler; 1st Vice-Pres.,
Ida Alt; 2nd Vice-Pres., Opal Daniel; Rec.
Sec’y, Grace Webb; Corr. Sec’y, Mary Dur
bin; Treas., Belle Hazelwood; Directors:
Margaret Leamy, Letha Marven, Eugenia
Nuss.

TERRE HAUTE
Pres., Esther V. Fidler; 1st Vice-Pres.,
Ada Cooney; Rec. Sec’y, Doris Miller; Corr.
Sec’y, Aurelia Shewmaker; Treas., Mabel
Milan; Directors: Loeva Feller, Delores
Odom, Myrtle Neher, Gertrude Welch, Vel
gae Emmons.

MUSKEGON
Pres., Millie C. Mason; 1st Vice-Pres.,
Elizabeth Shannessy; 2nd Vice-Pres., Max
ine Bloomquist; Rec. Sec’y, Ruth Eckman;
Corr. Sec’y, Frances Danielson; Treas.,
Winifred Cook; Directors: Dorothy Wisch,
Norma Griesback, Pauline Dunsmore.

TOLEDO
Pres., Anne Long; 1st Vice-Pres., Harri
ette McCully; 2nd Vice-Pres., Rachel
Cooper; Sec’y, Frieda Taylor; Treas., Marie
Brunsman; Directors: Betty Wollerman,
Mildred Leifer, Winifred Russell, Frieda
Kieper.

NEW YORK
Pres., Kathryn West, CPA; Vice-Pres.,
Rose Gundall; Treas., Elda Saulino; Cor.
Sec’y, Margaret White; Rec. Sec’y, Lily
Merkle; Directors: Elizabeth Bonney,
CPA, Eva Bober, Josie Wingen.

NEW AWSCPA MEMBERS
Elizabeth Bonney, 317 East 18th Street,
New York. Employed by Scovell, Welling
ton & Co. Attended: Simmons College, Bos
ton University and New York University.
Degrees: B.S. and M.B.A.
Eleanor M. Clark, 3306 Bosworth Road,
Cleveland. Self-employed. Attended: West
ern Reserve University.
Mary Elizabeth Cronin, 216 N. Fifth
Street, Delavan, Wisconsin. Employed by
Cardinal Lines, Inc. Attended: Marquette
University. Degrees: B.S. in B.A.
R. Grace Hinds, Apt. 11, 29 West Daniels
Street, Cincinnati. Employed with Internal

PHILADELPHIA
Pres., Mary J. King, CPA; Vice-Pres.,
Doris W. Stanger; Rec. Sec’y, M. Elizabeth
Kerns; Corr. Sec’y, Adelaide G. Wenneshei
mer; Treas., Mildred H. Schlapfer; Direc
tors: Frances E. Tinsly, CPA, Kathryn B.
Maurer, Theresa Reed, Catherine Mitchell,
Marion E. Kern.
RICHMOND
Pres., Alma A. Westermann; Vice-Pres.,
Nellie A. McClellan; Treas., Iva Adkins.

12

Revenue Agent in Charge. Recording Sec
retary of the Cincinnati Chapter of ASWA.
Sumi Helen Ise, 4709 Cottage Grove
Avenue, Chicago. Employed by Russakov
Can Company. Attended: Northwestern
University.
May C. Joyce, 1165 Columbine Street,
Denver. Employed by Haskins & Sells.
Director of the Denver Chapter of ASWA.
Ethel W. McNinch, 2810 N. Dayton,
Phoenix. Employed by James A. Smith,
CPA.
Virginia B. Grubner Meggitt, RFD No.
1, Box 133, Bartlett, Illinois. Employed by
Ashland Rental Company.
Shirley T. Moore, 307 Greenwood Avenue,
Takoma Park, Md. Employed by Alvord &
Alvord. Attended: Benjamin Franklin Uni
versity and George Washington University.
Degrees: B.C.S. and M.C.S.
Edness Marie Roots, P.O. Box 37, Taft,
Texas. Self-employed. Attended; Southern

Methodist University. Degree: B.S.C.
Elizabeth M. Schmeling, 626 Harrison
Blvd., Wausau, Wisconsin. Employed with
Wipfli, Ullrich & Company. Attended: Uni
versity of Wisconsin. Degree: B.B.A.

NEW ASWA MEMBERS
ASWA chapters welcome: Atlanta: Mar
gie Gaines, Dot W. Gaines, Lillian Evans.
Cleveland: Helen G. Coyne, Marguerite
Kimes, Faye Lippincott. Des Moines: Irene
Clark, Caroline Freiberg, Esther Rash.
Detroit: Helen M. McNally. Long Beach:
Verna Jarvis, Katie Dell Lanham, Mary
Schultz. Muskegon: Ruby M. Sheneman,
Katie Placko. New York: Eleanor Becker,
Barbara Buckler, Henny Mettenleiter,
Eleanor Welch, Flora Conners, Charlotte
Lawrence. San Francisco: Elizabeth Smel
ker, Edith Primoff, Beverly Benson, Violet
Burgstahler.

WHAT'S NEW IN READING
RUTH FORD, CPA, Columbus, Ohio
AUDITS BY CERTIFIED PUBLIC AC
COUNTANTS by Research Department,
American Institute of Accountants, pub
lished by American Institute of Account
ants in May, 1950.
This pamphlet has been prepared pri
marily to acquaint credit grantors, teach
ers, and others with the methods of a cer
tified public accountant in examination of
financial statements whereby he is able to
express an opinion on the statements.
It points out that the balance sheet con
tains values which cannot be measured ex
actly. An illustration is accounts receiv
able, the total of which may be determined
accurately, but when consideration is given
to probable collection losses, the amount at
which it is stated in the balance sheet be
comes a matter of judgment. The certified
public accountant does not, therefore, issue
a certificate that the balance sheet is true
and correct. Rather he expresses his
opinion as to the fairness with which the
financial statements present the financial
position of the Company and the results of
its operations. The fact that the opinion
and judgment of the certified public ac
countant is based on examination made by
auditing standards outlined by the account
ing profession, gives this opinion its value.
The pamphlet urges the reader of finan
cial statements to read the report and the
opinion of the certified public accountant
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as to the statements. This opinion may fall
into one of three classes:
1. An unqualified opinion as to the over
all fairness of the financial state
ments.
2. A qualified opinion in cases where he
has not been able to satisfy himself
on some question which is not of
great significance.
3. In circumstances wherein the terms
of his engagement do not allow him
to apply generally accepted auditing
procedures in all material respects, he
is obliged to disclaim an opinion as to
the over-all fairness of the financial
statements. He may, however, ex
press an opinion as to such accounts
as to which he has satisfied himself.
The pamphlet outlines in general terms
the procedures which the certified public
accountant may apply in his examination of
cash, receivables, inventories, investments,
property, other assets, and liabilities.
This pamphlet is available to everyone,
whether members of the Institute or not, at
a nominal price. It is of value to each of
us. If we are in private business it suggests
standards by which we may evaluate our
own work. If we are in public practice it
brings us into touch with the subject of
opinions, qualified or not, which is engag
ing the attention of all certified public ac
countants in public practice today.

TAX NEWS
TENNIE C. LEONARD, C.P.A., Memphis, Tennessee
should have been admitted, and the Tax
Court erred in excluding it.
Not satisfied with vindicating the ac
counting profession, the Tenth Circuit pro
ceeded to give the Tax Court a lesson in
accounting by pointing out that the Tax
Court had evidently considered the taxpayer
to have been on the cash basis of reporting,
notwithstanding the fact that the Commis
sioner had considered opening and closing
inventories, and other accrued items, in ar
riving at the deficiency claimed.
The Court of Appeals further pointed out
that the Tax Court had disregarded the
only testimony offered as to reasonable
rental value of taxpayer’s properties, and
reminded the lower court that the presump
tion that the Commissioner’s determination
is correct is one of law; it is not evidence
and may not be given weight as such. When
evidence is introduced by the taxpayer suffi
cient for the Tax Court to base a finding
contrary to the determination, the presump
tion disappears. “The Tax Court may not
arbitrarily discredit and disregard unim
peached testimony of a taxpayer which is
uncontradicted. There was sufficient evi
dence ... to overcome the presumption of
correctness of the Commissioner’s determi
nation and the Tax Court should not have
disregarded it.”
So the judges of the Tax Court have their
off days too!

Taxes as Learned in the Collector’s
Office
We have never met Gussie P. Chapman of

Helena, Montana, but we would like to. She
will probably never be referred to as an
authority on taxation, but she does have
original and definite ideas on that subject,
and the courage of her convictions. The
fact that she was a file clerk in the office
of the Bureau of Internal Revenue did not
prevent her from taking issue with her boss
on his interpretation of the Internal Rev
enue Code, nor did she hesitate to accuse
him of negligence.
Miss Chapman’s salary in 1946 was
$1,606.27, from which was withheld a tax
of $194.90. By listing contributions, taxes,
losses and medical expenses, she claimed de
ductions amounting to $132.41, claimed an
exemption of $500, and then by using the
tax shown by the table on page 4 of the re
turn, she arrived at a tax of $66.50, which
entitled her, so she thought to a refund of
$127.40. The refund was mailed to her
promptly.
Later an unimaginative Collector deter
mined the correct tax to be $181.00 and
asked for payment of $114.50 deficiency.
We regret to report that the Tax Court
held for the Commissioner although the tax
payer appeared as her own advocate.
Probably Miss Chapman’s most original
contribution to tax practice was in advanc
ing the theory that any and all interest
charges in respect to the deficiency should
be cancelled because it was all the fault of
the Collector’s office that a refund was
given her before her return was checked
for errors. Gussie P. Chapman, 14 TC No.
113.
Better luck next time, Miss Chapman.

Not Earned Income????

Doris Mullen, Illinois tavern and restau
rant operator, was worth more at the end
of 1945 than at the beginning of the year
—smart gal! The suspicious but plati
tudinous Commissioner determined her net
income for the year based on the increase
in her bank account plus living expenses.
The lady introduced evidence from which
the Court determined that the “increase in
her assets is more than accounted for by
gifts which she received from her para
mour.” Doris Mullen, TC Memo, 5-23-50.

Tenth Circuit Approves Accounting
Principles
In the case of A. & A. Tool and Supply
Company, 8 TCM 473, the Tax Court struck
from the record the testimony of an experi
enced and independent auditor and tax con
sultant on the grounds that he was talking
like an accountant. We are now happy to
report that the United States Court of Ap

Taxation Without Authorization

Saul Kramer and his partners acquired
for a relatively small outlay all of the stock
of American Book Exchange, Inc., an un
successful business with accumulated losses;
transferred the assets and liabilities of
their successful partnership to the corpo
ration; and changed the name of the deficit

peals for the Tenth Circuit, in reversing
and remanding the case, pointed out that
the auditor was doing a very good job, that
in fairness to the taxpayer his evidence
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Connecticut: Kathryn Ann Reynolds,
25 Chestnut Street, West Haven.
California: Norma Ellen DeMotte, 3533
Keystone Ave., Los Angeles (certificate
withheld pending completion of experi
ence) ; Mildred Louise Kelly, 1424 Filbert
St., San Francisco; Ida Eloise Kotchevar,
529 Bush St., San Francisco (certificate
withheld pending completion of experi
ence) ; Mary Eileen Leppert, 1125 Broad
way, San Francisco; Marjorie Joan Wil
liams, 931 Victoria Avenue, Los Angeles;
Lillian Worthing Stanley, 886 West Knoll
Drive, Los Angeles (certificate withheld
pending completion of experience).
Illinois: Betty June Eggenberger, 1100
North La Salle Street, Chicago; Natalie
Saltiel, 920 Margate Terrace, Chicago.
Michigan: M. Gertrude Hindelang, c/o
Arthur Young & Co., 1217 National Bank
Bldg., Detroit.
Missouri : Catherine H. Mueller, 122
North Seventh St., St. Louis (Dec. 1944).
New Jersey: Helen Tansey Farhat, 42
East 34th St., Bayonne; Rene R. Zucker,
352 Belmont Avenue, Newark (certificate
withheld pending completion of experi
ence) .
Oklahoma: Mary Evelyn Davis, 615
NW 8th Street, Oklahoma City.
Pennsylvania: Regina R. Kane, 5429
Akron Street, Philadelphia; Catherine
Mitchell, 232 Mather Road, Jenkintown;
Emma Leary, 5931 Roosevelt Blvd., Phila
delphia.
New York: Eleanor Margaret Kelley,
21 Superior Road, Bellerose; Mary Claire
Jordan, 333 E. 53rd Street, New York;
Florence Louise Palumbo, 20 Pleasant
Street, Seneca Falls; Mary M. Mathias,
Feura Bush, New York.
Texas: Dora Bailey Ellzey, 1504 Fannin
St., Houston; Jean Holt, 5134 Bell St.,
Houston; E. E. Langford, 203 W. Brame
St., Paris; Donna Al Panknin McMillin,
1705 South Seventh, Waco; Josephine Marie
Monge, 338 Breezeway, Corpus Christi;
Edness Marie Roots, P.O. Box 37, Taft;
Mary Fearn Tucker, 5419 Morningside
Ave., Dallas.
Washington :
Catherine Tiggerman,
7732 2nd Avenue NE., Seattle; Mary Elsie
King Kidd, Entiat (May 1949 examina
tion) ; Genevieve Anne Michel, 4742 18th
St., N.E., Seattle (May 1949 examination) ;
Dorothy Jean Ward West, 2815 La Crosse
Avenue, Spokane (May 1949 examination).
Wisconsin: Mary E. Cronin, 216. No.
Fifth St., Delavan; Elizabeth M. Schmel
ing, 626 Harrison Blvd., Wausau; Jean L.
Duston, 1810 N. 11th St., Apt. C-2, Toledo
2, Ohio (Wisconsin examination).

corporation to A. B. & Container Corpora
tion, a more suitable name for their suc
cessful business of selling paper containers.
When the return for 1943 was filed, operat
ing losses aggregating $14,809.44, sus
tained by the American Book Exchange,
Inc., were carried forward and used to re
duce the profits of A. B. & Container Cor
poration.
Without referring to any authority, the
Commissioner claimed that the corporation
could not make use of the current and net
operating loss because when it took over the
container business, it became a new corpo
ration for tax purposes. However, the
Court pointed out that the same corporation
that suffered the losses was also the one
making use of them and very aptly stated
“the Commissioner has adopted a scheme to
increase taxes without authority.” A. B. &
Container Corporation, 14 TC No. 102.
Income Taxes and Jim Crow

Down in this section of the South, it is
not uncommon for colored taxpayers to pre
clude any annoying income tax liabilities
by the simple expedient of claiming enough
dependents to offset taxable income. If a
nosey deputy collector doubts that the tax
payer supports a wife, nine children, and
several in-laws in a three-room cottage, the
taxpayer will have no difficulty in lining up
all the dependents (some borrowed from his
neighbors) for inventory. The night ele
vator man in our office building, who sup
plies coffee at night during the tax filing
season, once asked our assistance in the
preparation of his return. He claimed eight
children as dependents and when told they
would have to be listed by name, he gave
the names of four of the apostles and Frank
lin D. Roosevelt, and ended, “Ah reckons
’ats about ’nough; ah disremembers the
rest of ’em.”
Up in Iowa, however, the colored tax
payers evidently do not have the racial li
cense with regard to income taxes they en
joy in the South. Christopher Hutchins, a
tile worker in Dubuque, claimed four de
pendents—two nieces and two parents—
were supported by him. Acting as his own
attorney before the Tax Court (Christopher
Hutchins v. Commissioner, TCM Docket #
21584) he admitted the two nieces were not
dependents but proved his parents in Mus
kogee, Oklahoma, were.

NEW CPA’S
Congratulations are extended to the fol
lowing successful candidates in the Novem
ber 1949 CPA examination:
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Virginia Wood

Alma A. Westermann—Richmond

C/o Trust Comp’y of Georgia, Box 4418, Atlanta, Ga.

4905 Patterson Avenue, Richmond, Virginia

DIRECTORS
Alice H. Aubert, C.P.A. (Ex-Officio)

410 Beech

Charlotte R. Morris—San Diego
Street,

San Diego, Calif.

Anita Jockers—San Francisco
1709 La Loma Avenue, Berkeley 9, Calif.

42-22 Ketcham Street, Elmhurst, L.I., N.Y.

Louisa Davis

Ruth Thomas—Seattle

3420 N. Meridian St., Apt. No. 14, Indianapolis, Ind.

903 West Fulton, Seattle 99, Wash.

Grace Highfield, C.P.A.

Effie Ferguson—Spokane

65 S. Fourth Street, Columbus, Ohio

2217 North Morton Street, Spokane 13, Washington

Veva Johnson

Esther V. Fidler—Terre Haute

Opportunity,

1211 North 9th Street, Terre Haute, Indiana

Washington

Frances McNamara

Anne Tenney Long, C.P.A.—Toledo

1701 Vallejo St., Apt. 106, San Francisco 23, Calif.

2146 Marlowe Road, Toledo 6, Ohio
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